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Overview & Scrutiny Committee – 8Th December 2009. 
 
Councillor Call for Action - Tubbs Road. 
 
Briefing note 
 

1. Existing situation 
 
Tubbs Road and Nightingale Road are both relatively narrow residential roads within 
Kensal Green ward. The properties have short front gardens and no off street 
parking. 
 
Tubbs Road is for the most part one-way west-bound. Nightingale Road is one-way 
eastbound. Together the roads form an east-west link between the A4000 Old Oak 
Lane/Station Road and the A404 Harrow Road.  
 
Appendix “A” shows the location of Tubbs Road and Nightingale Road within the 
local road network. 
 
Tubbs Road is classified as the A4002 and forms part of Brent’s principal road 
network.  
 
Harrow Road is part of the Strategic Road Network which means that the Council is 
required to gain explicit support from Transport for London (TfL) over any proposals 
that would affect traffic flows and conditions on the road.  
 
Station Road is a boundary road, on the London Cycling (Plus) Network and used by 
numerous bus routes. 
 
Old Oak Lane is the continuation of Station Rd and is within Ealing.  
 
Both Tubbs Road and Nightingale Road fall within the Zone H Controlled parking 
Zonewith resident parking permits bays provided on both sides of the road. The zone 
operates Mon – Sat, 8.0am - 6.30pm. 
 
Both roads are traffic calmed and heavily parked. 
 

2. Existing traffic movements. 
 
Tubbs Road/Nightingale Road form a desirable link between the area to the north 
east (Willesden, Brondesbury and beyond) and south west (Acton, Ealing etc). 
 
The absence of routes through the railway infrastructure area to the south of Tubbs 
Road means that it presents a more attractive route to drivers heading to and from 
the western part of the A40 than using the A219 Scrubs Lane to the east. 
 
The route also provides a more attractive route to drivers, particularly those heading 
eastbound, than using Station Road and travelling around the Harlesden Town 
Centre gyratory system. 
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There is no directional signage promoting the through route. Nevertheless, as a 
consequence of the above, levels of through traffic along both Tubbs Road and 
Nightingale Road are relatively high throughout the day. 
 
Appendix “B” contains the results of traffic surveys undertaken in July 2009. 
Essentially the surveys indicate that the volume of traffic is the chief issue and that 
speeding is not generally a problem – even during off-peak hours. 
 

3. Summary of interventions implemented 
 
Over the years a series of interventions have been introduced to address the 
concerns of residents: 
 
In 2nd February 1976 a width restriction towards the western end of Tubbs Road 
was introduced by means of build up kerbs and a gateway. This precludes larger 
vehicles from using either Tubbs road or Nightingale Road as a through route. 
 
In September 2000 Tubbs Road and Nightingale Road were included as part of the 
extension of Zone H CPZ, Mon – Sat, 8.00am - 6.30pm 
 
In September 2001 the one way system and road humps for traffic calming were 
introduced to ease the flow of traffic and reduce speeding. 
 
In December 2007 road humps were replaced with 85mm high sinusoidal speed 
humps. 
 

4. Interventions in progress 
 
The signalisation of Station Road with its junctions with Tubbs Road and Station 
Approach has been in the Council’s Bus Priority works programme since 2008. The 
scheme is a major modification of traffic signal phasing and includes introduction of 
new pedestrian crossing facilities at Station Rd/Tubbs Rd. This is a Brent led 
scheme but works are at the boundary of Ealing, Hammersmith & Fulham and Brent. 
Funding for the (£450k) scheme has not been approved at this time. 
 
The Council is at the early stages of formulating an “Area Based Scheme” for 
Harlesden Town Centre. The scheme objective will primarily be to improve the 
quality of the public realm in Harlesden but will also look for opportunities to improve 
parking and traffic conditions. It is unlikely to impact on Tubbs Road or Nightingale 
Road. 
 
As part of a TfL initiative to improve rail and underground station access across 
London, nearby Willesden Junction station has been identified for improvements. A 
scoping study report has been prepared but funding for these schemes has not been 
allocated by TfL. If is unlikely that this work would significantly impact on traffic 
conditions in Tubbs Road or Nightingale Road. 
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5. Current situation 
 
There has been ongoing dialogue and meetings between officers, residents and 
councillors in recent years on Tubbs Road and Nightingale Road.  
 
Numerous suggestions for reducing the volume of traffic using the two roads have 
been suggested – ranging from closure of the through route to the banning of turns 
into or out of the roads. 
 
Discussions have also taken place around the possible de-classification of Tubbs 
Road. 
 
Additionally, concern has been expressed around the number of larger vehicles that 
reach the width restriction and then have to turn around – adding to the congestion 
and delays in the area. 
 
No additional interventions are being progressed at this time. 
 
The various interventions proposed have been considered and then ruled out by 
officers because they would have one or more of the following implications: 
 

• Result in undesirable movements by drivers elsewhere on the network (e.g. 
drivers undertaking “u” turns to avoid banned turns), 

 
• Impact significantly & adversely on other parts of the road network 

(particularly Harlesden Town Centre) 
 

• Result in journey times for residents of Tubbs Road and Nightingale Road that 
are perceived to be unacceptable. 

 
• Be unlikely to receive the support of TfL because of the adverse impact on 

traffic flows (and particular bus movements) on the Strategic Road Network. 
 
The letter at Appendix “C” gives additional background. 
 
Officers are of the view that de-classification of Tubbs Road would not be an 
appropriate way forward because (i) it would have adverse financial and 
maintenance implications (ii) it would unlikely to be supported by TfL and (iii) it would 
have no direct benefits for residents - in that most drivers currently using Tubbs 
Road would not be influenced by its de-classification. 
 
Officers accept that larger vehicles regularly reach the width restriction and have to 
turn back – with consequence disruption & congestion. However officers are of the 
view that the width restriction is properly and adequately signed and the addition of 
additional signage is unlikely to reduce the number of drivers of larger vehicles 
reaching the width restriction. There may be opportunities to increase driver’s 
awareness of the restriction through “satellite navigation” arrangements. 
 
Briefing note prepared by: Tim Jackson (Head of Transportation) - 25th 
November 2009. 

Created by Neevia Document Converter trial version http://www.neevia.com

http://www.neevia.com


4 
 

 
 
 
 
Appendix “A” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Created by Neevia Document Converter trial version http://www.neevia.com

http://www.neevia.com


5 
 

Created by Neevia Document Converter trial version http://www.neevia.com

http://www.neevia.com


6 
 

Appendix B : Traffic count data 
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